
TIDRC015 Current Topics in 
Local Environmental Enforcement 

	
Contents 

 
Welcome!   (Page 1) 

What I Hope You’ll Remember   (3) 

Topic #1: Using the TCEQ Central Registry   (4) 

Topic #2: Kinds of Enforcement   (7) 
 a) Locally Available Enforcement   (7) 
  1) Municipal or City Codes   (7) 
  2) Local Health Authority   (7) 
  3) State Criminal Laws   (9) 
  4) State Administrative Codes (Rules)   (10) 
  5) State Civil Laws   (11) 
  6) Occasional Civil Suits   (12) 
 b)  Lack of Knowledge is a Continuing Problem   (13) 
 c) Enforcement Generally Falls on Local Communities   (17) 

Topic #3: Enforcement Causes Change … Nobody Likes That   (19) 
 a)  What Pollution Response Systems Have to Do   (19) 
 b)  Systems Resist Change   (21) 

• Topic #4: Dumping Has Been Discovered … Now What?   (24) 
 a)  Five Examples from Real Life   (24) 
 b)  So What’s To Think About in These Five Examples?   (33) 

Topic #5: Thinking About Code Enforcement   (36) 
 a)  Code Enforcement During COVID-19   (37) 
 b)  Are Municipal Courts Being Underused?   (40) 
 c)  Relations with Local Police   (43) 
 d)  Code Enforcement Officers are Under a Lot of Stress   (44) 
 e)  Problems We Had Before the Pandemic   (46) 

Finishing Up   (48)	


